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Welcome Graduates and Families!

Today marks the end of a chapter in the life of many of our graduates, that follows years 
of hard work and dedication to academic success. On behalf of the entire Divine Mercy 
University community, congratulations to our graduates on your wonderful achievements!

It is gratifying to witness your commitment to gaining an education that can transform 
lives while spreading the gospel and love of God. Each one of your stories and your 
journeys are unique, and all of us at DMU have been privileged to share in the mission 
that unites us all. As we celebrate our Twenty-Third Commencement, you will join the 
ranks of many alumni before you who continue to fulfill their call to provide hope and 
healing to others. I would also like to honor and congratulate the families, spouses, and 
friends who have supported these graduating students. We understand the sacrifices you 
have made to reach this point. Please know that we appreciate the role you have played 
in helping our graduates along the way. Congratulations to you and thank you for your 
support!

A special thank you to our graduates for helping make Divine Mercy University a better 
place to live, to learn, and to flourish. As you continue in your next chapter of life, know 
that you and your success are in our constant prayers and we are always ready to support 
you in any way possible.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Charles Sikorsky, L.C., J.D., J.C.L.
President, Divine Mercy University

The University Seal is the official emblem of Divine Mercy University. It appears on official documents, 
and most notably, on the diplomas issued to graduates of the University.

The outer ring contains the motto of the University: Fides – Ratio – Actio, which identifies the central 
mission of harmoniously bringing together faith, reason, and action within the academic-vocational pursuits 
of the University.  The underlying theme of the crest is the integration of faith, the science of psychology, and 
the practice of counseling.  The symbol of the Christian cross, shown in gold, represents the presence of God 
and the unifying nature that guides the academic institution. The Greek letter for the discipline of psychology, 
‘Psi’, with the addition of the flame, represents the flourishing of the human person. It is symbolized by the 
color blue-green, signifying the virtue of hope.  The discipline of counseling is represented by the tripartite 
flame, which represents the growth of the person through understanding, development, and healing. The 
color burgundy, which unifies the crest, symbolizes the redemption of Christ as restoration of the person and 
moving toward a living witness in the world of His Divine Mercy.

The Processional Mace is the ornamental staff carried at the lead of the Academic Procession. During 
University ceremonial processions, it is carried by the University Marshal, and symbolizes the power, 
authority, and dignity of the mission of the University.

The Vatican Flag is representative of the life of the University rooted in and fully informed by the 
history and tradition of the Catholic Church. 

The American Flag is representative of our country. 

The University Flag is representative of Divine Mercy University as a Catholic academic institution 
of higher learning. 

Academic Regalia - The origins of academic dress date back to the 12th century, when the ordinary 
dress of the scholar, whether student or teacher, was the dress of a cleric.  The sleeves of the robes vary, 
depending on the degree held by the wearer. The master’s robe has sleeves that are oblong and closed 
at the ends, with slits through which the arms may be extended. The doctoral robe has a full sleeve with 
velvet facing on the front and at the neck, and three velvet chevrons on each sleeve. The hood is the most 
distinctive feature, which through color and design indicates the wearer’s degree and institution. Hoods are 
lined with the colors of the institution that awards the degree, and with the velvet/outside color designating 
the degree awarded. The colors represented on the DMU hoods include the school colors of Red, Gold and 
Teal. Hoods also vary in length. The master’s slightly shorter than the doctorate, and the doctorate version 
is decorated with broader color panels. The Presidential Robe is distinguished by four velvet chevrons on 
each sleeve, and his academic hood bears the colors of the University of which he is President.  



holy sacrifice of the mass
Principal Celebrant & Homilist

Most Reverend Gregory W. Gordon
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Las Vegas, NV

Concelebrants

 Reverend Charles Sikorsky, L.C., DMU University President
Reverend Walter Schu, L.C., Chaplain, SOC Faculty

Reverend John Pietropaoli, L.C., Chaplain, SDC Faculty
Reverend James Shea, University of Mary, President

Reverend Thomas Elie Azzi, M.S. Candidate
Reverend Mauricio Pineda,  M.S. Candidate 

Reverend Genero Garza,  M.S. Candidate
Reverend Etienne Huard, O.S.B.,  M.S. Candidate 

Reverend Thomas O’Donald, M.S. Candidate
Reverend Seejo Thandiackal, M.S. Candidate 

Concelebrant Friends and Supporters

Reverend Robert Presutti, L.C.  
Reverend Peter Hopkins, L.C. 
Reverend Daniel Pajerski, L.C.
Reverend John Sweeney, L.C.

Reverend John Lager, O.F.M., Focus National Chaplain
Reverend Michael Higgins, T.O.R.

Reverend Jonathan McElhone, T.O.R.
And other welcomed concelebrants

Deacon Paul C. Konold, Master of Ceremonies
St. Theresa Catholic Church

Altar servers: St. Theresa Catholic Church

Organist: Garrett Boyer Psy.D. Class of 2020
Cantor: Laura Cusumano Psy.D. Class of 2017



Processional Hymn Let Us Go to the Altar of God
G. Boyer

Sung first by cantor, then by all                                                                                          

Introductory Rite

Penitential Act 

Celebrant: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate 
the sacred mysteries.

Sung by cantor
Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father: Kyrie eleison. 
R. Kyrie eleison

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division: Christi eleison
R. Christe eleison

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father: Kyrie eleison

Celebrant: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
R. Amen

Academic Procession Pomp and Circumstance 
ElgarLet	Us	Go	to	the	Altar	of	God

Boyer
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Opening Prayer                                                          Saturday of the Sixth Week of Easter                                           

First Reading          Acts 18:23-28                                                    

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                      Melanie Williams 
                         Psy.D. Candidate 

After staying in Antioch some time, 
Paul left and traveled in orderly sequence 
through the Galatian country and Phrygia, 
bringing strength to all the disciples. 

A Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, 
an eloquent speaker, arrived in Ephesus. 
He was an authority on the Scriptures. 
He had been instructed in the Way of the Lord and, 
with ardent spirit, spoke and taught accurately about Jesus, 
although he knew only the baptism of John. 
He began to speak boldly in the synagogue; 
but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, 
they took him aside 
and explained to him the Way of God more accurately. 
And when he wanted to cross to Achaia, 
the brothers encouraged him 
and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. 
After his arrival he gave great assistance 
to those who had come to believe through grace. 
He vigorously refuted the Jews in public, 
establishing from the Scriptures that the Christ is Jesus.

Lector: The Word of the Lord
R. Thanks be to God

Kyrie   Hurd

Kyrie

                
le son.i ie leri son. ste leKy ie son.eKy riChri ee

Let	Us	Go	to	the	Altar	of	God

Boyer
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R. (8a) God is king of all the earth.

All you peoples, clap your hands;
shout to God with cries of gladness.
For the LORD, the Most High, the 
awesome, is the great king over all the 
earth.

R. God is king of all the earth.

For king of all the earth is God;
sing hymns of praise.
God reigns over the nations,
God sits upon his holy throne.

R. God is king of all the earth.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.                                                                               

I came from the Father and have come into the world;
now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Alleluia

       


   


lelu ia leal ia.Al le lual ialu

 

Jesus said to his disciples:
"Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give you.
Until now you have not asked anything in my name; 
ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete. 
"I have told you this in figures of speech. 
The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures 
but I will tell you clearly about the Father. 
On that day you will ask in my name, 
and I do not tell you that I will ask the Father for you. 
For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me 
and have come to believe that I came from God.
I came from the Father and have come into the world. 
Now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father."

The Gospel of the Lord
R: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Gospel                                                                            John 16:23b-28

A reading from the Holy Gospel           Reverend John Lager, O.F.M.               
according to John                                        

The princes of the peoples are gathered 
together with the people of the God of 
Abraham.
For God's are the guardians of the earth;
he is supreme.

R. God is king of all the earth.

Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10
G. Boyer

Responsorial Psalm
Boyer

Psalm:	God	is	King	of	All	the	Earth

           


earth, Godking kingis the earth.theGod of ofis allall

 

Homily: Most Reverend Gregory W. Gordon

Petition readers: Emily Braun, M.S. Candidate, Randall Vette, Psy.D. Candidate, 
Mary Peach, M.S. Candidate, Gina Pellela, S.D.C Candidate

Gift bearers: Joseph Nelson, M.S. Candidate, Conrad Sigona, S.D.C. Candidate, 
Jacqueline Niks, M.S. Candidate, Dustin Greenwald, M.S. Candidate



Offertory Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness
Slane

Lord	of	All	Hopefulness
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Sanctus                      Mass XVIII

Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer

Memorial Acclamation

Memorial	Acclamation
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Great	Amen
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Great Amen



The Lord’s Prayer 

Agnus Dei             IseleIsele

Lamb	of	God



    

  

   

















have

the

onmer

wayof God, a

us

world,thetake of

grant uscy

youLamb

peace.

sins



Communion Hymn Gift of Finest Wheat
Kreutz

Gift	of	Finest	Wheat

Kreutz
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Recessional Hymn                    Now Thank We All Our God
Nun Danket

Communion Procession:                    I Saw Water
Sung first by cantor, then by all         Adapted from Schubert

I	Saw	Water	(Communion	Proclamation)
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Please be seated.
The Commencement Exercises will begin 

shortly.

St. Theresa Catholic Church and Divine Mercy University gratefully acknowledge the authors and composers whose materials are 
employed in this worship leaflet. Procession and Responsorial Psalm are used with persmission of Garrett Boyer. Copyrighted materials 

reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net #A-701285. All rights reserved.

Special thanks to the Parish of St Theresa and the Pastor; Reverend James C. Hudgins, and the Parish staff 
for all of their assistance. Thank you for providing this beautiful place of worship for our DMU family!

NUN	DANKET

Now	Thank	We	All	Our	God
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honored guest & principal celebrant
Most Reverend Gregory Gordon
Auxiliary Bishop of Archdiocese of 
Las Vegas

The Most Reverend Gregory Gordon was ordained 
to the priesthood by Bishop Daniel Walsh on January 
16, 1988 for the Diocese of Reno-Las Vegas. In 1995, 
Rev. Gordon was incardinated into the new Diocese 
of Las Vegas when it was split from the Diocese of 
Reno by Pope John Paul II. 

In 2007, Rev. Gordon moved to Washington, D.C., 
where he was assigned to the Apostolic Nunciature. 
He returned to Las Vegas in 2014 where he served as 
a pastor and in administrative posts for the diocese. 
On May 28, 2021, Pope Francis named Bishop 
Gordon as the first auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Las Vegas and the titular bishop of Nova 
Petra. In 2023, Pope Francis elevated Las Vegas to the status of a metropolitan archdiocese.

2024 honorary degree recipient
doctor of humane letters, 
honoris causa

2024 Distinguished Alumni Award

President, University of Mary
Monsignor James Shea

James Hernandez, PsyD
PSYD Alumni, Class of 2016

Monsignor James Shea became the sixth president 
of the University of Mary in 2009. During his tenure 
at the University of Mary, he has spearheaded 
groundbreaking initiatives, including a new campus 
for the university in Rome, an unprecedented 
collaborative agreement with Arizona State 

University and Year-Round Campus – a new way of conceiving higher education to elevate 
student achievement and reduce debt — and the university’s overarching campaign for 
growth — Vision 2030. Monsignor Shea grew up on a dairy farm in Hazelton, North 
Dakota, and has studied at the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., the 
Vatican’s North American College, the University of Chicago, and Harvard.  

Dr. Hernandez graduated from the Institute for 
Psychological Sciences with a Doctorate in Clinical 
Psychology (Psy.D.) in 2016. He completed his 
post-doc at Catholic Social Services in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. Subsequently, he moved to Covington, 
Lousiana and started a private practice. The 

community needs, and the needs of new therapists seeking an integrated approach to 
therapy, led him to open a group practice - Sacred Space Psychotherapy. He currently has 
three therapists working with him and plans on taking a new intern in May.

Dr. Hernandez is married with five children. When he is not at work, he enjoys being with 
his family and coaching his children's sports teams. He may also be seen on a pickleball 
court or soccer field from time to time.

2024 Faculty Recognition

Philip Scrofani, Ph.D., APBB
Professor, institute for the 

psychological sciences

Dr. Philip Scrofani has been a full time professor 
at the Institute for the Psychological Sciences for 
over 20 years.  During his tenure, he has shared 
his extensive expertise in clinical psychology, 
cognitive-behavioral therapy, group therapy and 
research review with many students in training 
and demonstrated excellence in his support of the 
mission of the University in his leadership.  He 
has been Board Certified by the American Board 
of Professional Psychology since 1990.  His research with the Catholic Christian Meta-
model of the Person has helped to deepen the understanding of the human person and his 
mentorship has formed many clinicians.  Congratulations on your retirement!



commencement
Welcome and Call to Order
Stephen Grundman, Ph.D. | Commencement Marshal | IPS Professor

Invocation and Opening Remarks
Rev. Charles Sikorsky, L.C., J.D., J.C.L. | University President

Faculty Recognition
Rev. Charles Sikorsky, L.C., J.D., J.C.L. | University President

Presentation of Honorary Degree Recipient
Thomas Cunningham| DMU Chairman, Board of Directors

Conferral of Honorary Degree Recipient
Rev. Charles Sikorsky, L.C., JD, JCL | University President

Commencement Address
Msgr. James Shea | President, University of Mary

Presentaton of Spiritual Direction Certificates and Degree Candidates
Jessie Tappel, LPC | Associate Program Director, MS in Counseling Program

Conferral of Degrees, Presiding
Rev. Charles Sikorsky, L.C., J.D., J.C.L. | University President

Master of Science in Counseling
Harvey Payne, Psy.D. | Vice President, Academic Affairs

Master of Science in Psychology
Julia Klausli, Ph.D. | Program Director, MS in Psychology

Doctor of Philosophy in Psychological Sciences
Julia Klausli, Ph.D. | Program Director, MS in Psychology

Master of Psychology
Lisa Klewicki, Ph.D. | Dean, IPS and Program Director, Psy.D. 

Doctor of Psychology in Clinical Psychology
Dissertation Chair

Presentation of Alumni Award
Stephen Grundman, Ph.D. | Commencement Marshal

Alumni Address
James Hernandez, Psy.D. | Psy.D. Alumni, Class of 2016

President’s Service Award and Closing Remarks
Rev. Charles Sikorsky, L.C., J.D., J.C.L. | University President

Blessing of the Graduates

order of exercises 



Spiritual Direction Certificate 
Program
Maria Brackett, M.A.

Program Director 

Divine Mercy University is pleased to award certificates of completion to our Spiritual 
Direction Certificate graduates. The Spiritual Direction Certificate is designed to provide 
the knowledge, skills, and supervision for future spiritual directors. The program seeks to 
respond to the ongoing need for the followers of Jesus Christ to assist one another on 
their path of becoming, each day, more faithful disciples of the Lord. Graduates of this 
certificate program will be prepared to:

1. Exhibit a vibrant spiritual director identity with the requisite foundational
knowledge and skills.

2. Enter the directee’s life with compassion and respect.

3. Develop a Christ-centered and person-centered approach to spiritual direction.

4. Employ basic social and behavioral skills and a habit of solid theological reasoning to 
promote deep spiritual flourishing.

5. Embody a vision of the flourishing person that inspires them, as spiritual directors, and 
their directees to have courage to trust, hope and love.

Note: Certificates are awarded upon successful completion of all requirements.
Participants include May 2023, August 2023, September 2023, October 2023, December 2023, March 2024, 
August 2024, September 2024 candidates.
 b Certificate granted May, 2023
 g Certificate granted  August, 2023
 w Certificate granted  September, 2023 
p Certificate granted October, 2023
d Certificate granted December, 2023
 h Certificate granted  March, 2024
 z Certificate granted  August, 2024
 * Certificate granted  September, 2024 
 ° In absentia

Maria Brackett, M.A. 
Program Director

Marion C. Bean Moreland, LPC
Adjunct Faculty

Debra Black, M.A., MBA
Adjunct Faculty

Anthony J. Flores, LPC, CT
Adjunct Faculty

Christina McShane, Psy.D.
Adjunct Faculty

María Muñoz, M.A., M.S., LAPC
Adjunct Faculty

Fr. John Pietropaoli, L.C., S.T.L.
Adjunct Faculty

Jennifer Ristine, M.A.
Adjunct Faculty

Mallory Wines, Ph.D.
Adjunct Faculty

Anne C. Wysoski, M.S., LCPC, LAC
Adjunct Faculty

spiritual direction certificate program faculty



Donna Anderson g°
Hometown: Havertown, PA

Brigid Barker g°
Hometown:  Jacksoncille Beach, FL

Gretchen Bel  h°  
Hometown: Metairie, LA

Craig Bischoff h°
Hometown: Huntersville, NC

Fr. Jason Brooks, LC g°
Hometown: Bloomfield Hills, MI

Therese Burch b° 
Hometown: Monrovia, CA

Mary Susan Burnett *
Hometown: Harrisonburg, VA

Kaitlin Byrne d°  
Hometown: Norcross, GA

John Paul Gilbert Concepcion g°
Hometown: Yorba Linda, CA

Claire Corridoni d°
Hometown:  Lakewood, OH

Henry Cumare d°  
Hometown: Katy, TX

Kimberly Currington h°
Hometown: Evansburg, Alberta, Canada

Valerie Doran h° 
Hometown: Evansburg, Alberta, Canada

Fr. Javier Flores, LC g°
Hometown:  Chesire, CT

Elaine Gagne g°
Hometown:  Colorado Springs, CO

Sarah Gagnier b° 
Hometown: Cumming, GA

Monica Galindo Rivera g°
Hometown: Novi, MI

Luz Gutierrez-Olvera b°  
Hometown: Southlake, TX

Matthew Ingold h°
Hometown: Ave Maria, FL

Deacon George Keenan h°
Hometown: Wilmington, NC

Deacon Peter Kennedy g°
Hometown: Omaha, NE

Katherine Lambertz g°
Hometown: Wichita, KS

Kathryn Landa g°
Hometown: Santa Rosa, CA

Jennifer Lindner h°
Hometown: Malvern, PA

Karen Maricle p°
Hometown: Bush, LA

Cathy Mattingly g°
Hometown: Louisville, KY

Fr. Andrew Mkinkar Berinyuy p°
Hometown: Bronx, NY

Jeanette Montano w°
Hometown: El Centro, CA

Marie Mozzi-Pageau g°
Hometown: Madison, CT

Delcy Munoz-Percy p 
Hometown: Doral, FL

Mary Noland h°
Hometown: Harpswell, ME

Gina Pelella h
Hometown: Bronx, NY

Maria Fernanda Penafiel Ochoa b°
Hometown: Cumming, GA

Iris Pollock p°  
Hometown: Leesburg, VA

Gabriela Ruiloba-Portilla w°
Hometown: Lake Orion, MI

Jean Schmitz g°
Hometown: Sauk Rapids, MN

Judy Shallcross h°  
Hometown: Cary, NC

Conrad Sigona  g°  
Hometown: Newport, NY

Ignacio Taboada z° 
Hometown: Atlanta, GA

Margaret Truss p°
Hometown: Jacksonville, FL

Elizabeth Van de Voorde w°
Hometown: Madrid, Spain 

Craig Wesemeyer b°
Hometown: Roswell, GA

Govinda Willard d°  
Hometown: Northport, NY

Pearlie Wilson-Natal g°
Hometown: Sierra Vista, AZ

Marlys Yokiel g°
Hometown: Wells, MN 

Deacon Michael Zaccariello z°
Hometown: Fort Leonardwood, MS



MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) IN 
COUNSELING, Clinical Mental 

Health Counseling
Fredericka Vyvlecka, Ph.D.

Program Director 

Jessie Tappel, M.S., LPC
Associate Program Director 

Divine Mercy University is pleased to confer degrees to our graduates of the M.S. in Counseling 
degree program. The students enrolled in the M.S. in Counseling program gain professional 
competency while developing an integrative understanding of the human person in application 
to the counseling profession. Students acquire the necessary counseling knowledge, skills, and 

dispositions to engage in communities as effective community leaders and advocates.

Graduates of the M.S. in Counseling program will be prepared to:

• Exhibit a vibrant professional counselor identity with the foundational 
 knowledge and skills of the profession,
• Enter the client’s life narrative with compassion and respect,
• Develop person-centered, comprehensive case conceptualization for effective 
 treatment planning, 
• Employ basic social and behavioral sciences, a habit of evidential reasoning, 
 and the multiple roles of professional counseling to promote human 
 flourishing, and 
• Embody a vision of the flourishing person, that inspires them, as professional 
 counselors, and their clients to have courage to trust, hope, and love. 

Note: Degrees are awarded upon successful completion of all degree requirements. Listing of student names is not an 
official acknowledgement of degree completion. Participants include October 2023, December 2023, March 2024, May 
2024, and September 2024 degree candidates.

i Degree conferred October, 2023
d Degree conferred December, 2023
 h  Degree conferred March, 2024
 *   Degree conferred September, 2024

 ° In absentia

Fredericka Vyvlecka, Ph.D.
Program Director| Assistant Professor

Jessie Tappel, M.S., LPC
Associate Program Director|Clinical Faculty

Stephen Sharp, Ph.D.
Dean of the Global Campus| Associate Professor

Cathy Warn, M.A., LMFT-S, LPC-S
Associate Director of Training & Internship| Associate 
Professor

Benjamin Keyes, Ph.D., Ed.D.
Director for Center for Trauma and Resiliency Studies  
|Professor

Kathie Erwin, Ed.D., NCC, NCGC
Professor

Mark Gerig, Ph.D.
Professor

Craig S. Titus, S.Th.D., Ph.D.
Professor

Gabriel Dy-Liacco, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor

Leah Herod, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Matthew McWhorter, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Tiffany Gunnells, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Camille Humes, Ed.D.
Assistant Professor

Amanda Salgado, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Mallory Wines, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Danietta Charles, LPC
Adjunct Faculty

Nicole Deems, Ed.S. LMFT
Adjunct Faculty

Stephen Gitonga, Ph.D.
Adjunct Faculty

Alabama Hager, Ph.D.
Adjunct Faculty

Linda Hall, Ed.D.
Adjunct Faculty

Julia Hogan M.S., LPC
Adjunct Faculty

Ian Masson, M.S., LPC
Adjunct Faculty

Eric Perry, Ph.D.
Adjunct Faculty

Roy Salgado, Ph.D.
Adjunct Faculty

Fr. Walter Schu, S.Th.D.
Adjunct Faculty

Anne Tetor, M.S., LPC
Adjunct Faculty

Rebecca Wysoski, M.S., LCPC, LAC
Adjunct Faculty

m.s. in counseling program faculty



Laura Garcia d
Internship: Catholic Charities of Lubbock 
Hometown: Chihuahua, Chihuahua, MX

Jose Gbaba
Internship: Winchester Community Mental 

Health Center
Hometown: Front Royal, VA

Dominic Gentile °
Internship: Daemion Counseling Center

 & Anxiety and OCD Center
Hometown: Chester, PA

Santa Giuliano °
Internship: Lifeline Professional Counseling 

Services, Inc & Catholic Charities Arizona 
Hometown: Scottsdale, AZ 

Monica Gordon d
Internship: University of Dallas Counseling 

Center & Children First
 Hometown: Las Vegas, NV

Louisa Hall °
Internship: The Martin Center for Integration 

Hometown: Mendota Heights, MN

Marie Heidemann d
Internship: Hope and Growth Center, 

Professional Counseling
Hometown: Fort Worth, TX

Krista Henley  *
Internship: Christian Care Connection

Hometown: Ann Arbor, MI

Lyndsay Hilton *
Internship: Family Restoration Counseling 

Hometown: Flower Mound, TX

Rickie Jacob *
Internship: Cor Sacrum Counseling and 

Consulting, PLLC
Hometown: Chicago, IL

Diana Jorda d
Internship: Comprehensive Life Resources

Hometown: Tacoma, WA

Daniel Kitzhaber d
Internship: Center for Human Development

Hometown: Marshfield, WI

Rachael Kramm *°
Internship: In Luck Counseling LLC & 

Portsmouth Behavioral Healthcare Services 
Hometown: Virginia Beach, VA

Andrea Limcangco Clarke *
Internship: Portsmouth Behavioral 

Healthcare Services
Hometown: Calgary, Canada 

Alexandra Lippas  *°
Internship: Divine Love Counseling

Hometown: Dallas, TX

Peter Longoria
Internship: Kardia Collective

Hometown: Memphis, TN

Timothy Lynch °
Internship: NOVA

Hometown: Chalfont, PA

Maximilian Marko °
Internship: Larimer County 

Community Corrections
Hometown: Loveland, CO

Michelle Abi-Rached d
Internship: Divine Mercy Clinic and 

Family Center
 Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Michael Barras  *°
Internship: Juvenile Services of Jefferson Parish

 Hometown: Albany, LA

Karley Bostick h°
Internship: CorAspire

 Hometown: Arcadia, OK 

Emily Braun d
Internship: University of Dallas Counseling 

Center & Children First 
Hometown: Fort Worth, TX

Benjamin Burwell
Internship: OLD DNU NCG Care 

Charlottesville, VA 
Hometown: Melbourne, FL

Mariah Buzza *
Internship: Wesley Family Services

Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA

Korina Calbay *
Internship: Johns Creek and Alpharetta 

Counseling
 Hometown: Cumming, GA

Patricia Caprara
Internship: Family Counseling Associates 

of North Georgia
 Hometown: Dahlonega, GA 

Nicolas Chavando °
Internship: Divine Mercy Clinic and 

Family Center 
Hometown: Sherman Oaks, CA

Pilar Chavando  *°
Internship: Divine Mercy Clinic and 

Family Center 
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Michele Cochrane 
Internship: Terros Health
 Hometown: Phoenix, AZ

Ricardo Coronado Hernandez *  
Internship: The Center: A Place of HOPE 

Hometown: Seattle, WA 

Jason Dausses * 
Internship: Therapy Utah 

Hometown: Salt Lake City, UT

Lauren Dorsett  *
Internship: Nourished Soul Center for Healing 

Hometown: Keller, TX

Michael Drahos
Internship: Pastoral Counseling Services 

of the South Shore
Hometown: Westwood, MA

Ryan Francisco °
Internship: Hope for Healthy Families 

Counseling Center & Life Practice 
Counseling Group

 Hometown: Suisun City, CA

Br. Pius Gagne  *
Internship: Freedom House

 & Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen 
Hometown: Ashbury, NJ

Dionne Galliano 
Internship: Nicholls State University

Hometown: Galliano, LA



Courtney McHale d
Internship: Cornerstone Christian Counseling

Hometown: Highlands Ranch, CO

Pablo Antonio Melendez d°
Internship: Rejoice Counseling Apostolate

Hometown: Houston, TX

Erica Merante °
Internship: Glacier Health and 

Development Center
 Hometown: Jupiter, FL

Elizabeth Miller
Internship: Holy Family Counseling Center 

Hometown: Atlanta, GA

Sarah Montrose *
Internship: Counseling Center of 

Expressive Arts
 Hometown: El Paso, TX 

Clarissa Nardini  i°
Internship: Truth and Restoration 

Hometown: Omaha, NE

Adrianne Niall  *
Internship: Central Mass Clinical 

Associates (CMCA)
 Hometown: Clinton, MA

Jacqueline Niks d 
Internship: Mosaic Psychological Services 

Hometown: Thomasville, GA 

Alpha Maria Nowak d 
Internship: Delray Center for Healing &  

Catholic Charities Diocese of Palm Beach 
Counseling Program

 Hometown: Boca Raton, FL

Micaela Ott
Internship: Bethlehem Counseling Associates

Hometown: Philadelphia, PA

Regina Passalacqua *
Internship: Bay Area Christian Counseling & 
St John the Evangelist: Pastoral Counseling

Hometown: Edgewater, MD

Fr. Nicholas Pearce *°
Internship: CatholicCare Victoria 

Hometown: Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

Kaitlyn Pham d
Internship: Catholic Charities of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
Hometown: Oklahoma City, OK

Fr. Mauricio Pineda *
Internship: Catholic Charities 

Diocese of Arlington
 Hometown: Falls Church, VA

Julia Pudysz  *°
Internship: The Jude House

 Hometown: Mechanicsville, MD

Kylie Quiroz *°
Internship: Catholic Charities Arizona 

Hometown: Phoenix, AZ

Jennifer Quiroz *
Internship: Franciscan Life Process Center 

Hometown: Grand Rapids, MI

Elizabeth Racca
Internship: St. Raphael Counseling

Hometown: Denver, CO

Ryan Rasmussen d °
Internship: Roots Counseling Services 

Hometown: Brown Deer, WI

Jerome Resurreccion
Internship: Divine Mercy Clinic and 

Family Center
Hometown: La Verne, CA

Alexandra Rieke
Internship: Restoration Psychotherapy 

and Wellness
 Hometown: Lincoln, NE

Andrea Ryan i°
Internship: Glacier Health and 

Development Center
Hometown: Richmond, VA

Amy Saunders
Internship: Higher Ground Behavioral Health

Hometown: Delaware County, PA

Clare Schumaker
Internship: American Relaxation 

Counseling Services
Hometown: Kewaskum, WI

Elizabeth Schweighofer °
Internship: Blue Oaks Counselling 

and Wellness
 Hometown: Barrie, Ontario, Canada

Samuel Smartnick d
Internship: Red Oak Behavioral Health & 

Wolf Creek Wellness
 Hometown: Barberton, OH

Peter Steele
Internship: Bee Counseling and Consulting 

Hometown: Highlands Ranch, CO

Etheldreda Tsashua h
Internship: Winchester Community Mental 

Health Center
 Hometown: Centreville, VA

James Van Matre *°
Internship: New Life Counseling Center 

Hometown: Friendswood, TX

Natalie Weisz *°
Internship: Counseling4Life
 Hometown: San Antonio, TX

Kelly Wilbur d °
Internship: Integritas Psychological 

Services, Inc.
Hometown: Shelbyville, IN

Miryanka Zabiega h
Internship: Retreat Behavioral Health 

Hometown: Philadelphia, PA 



master of science (M.S.) 
in psychology

Julia Klausli, Ph.D.
Program Director 

Divine Mercy University is pleased to confer degrees to our graduates of the M.S. in 
Psychology degree program. The M.S. Psychology program equips students to use 
psychological knowledge and practical skills to promote flourishing in a vast variety of 
settings from business and leadership to human services and ministry. Students learn to 
integrate a Catholic Christian vision of the person with best practices in psychological theory, 
research, and intervention. This program focuses on training for broader interventions and 
the development of work and ministry cultures that foster well-being. In order to provide 
specialized training for a variety of applied settings the program offers concentrations in 
leadership psychology, marriage and family, human services, and pre-PhD studies. The 
students master a 33-credit hour online graduate program and complete a capstone project, 
in which they apply the knowledge and skills gained throughout the program to a real-
world problem, impacting individuals, families, and society.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (Ph.D.) IN THE 
PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Julia Klausli, Ph.D.
Program Director 

Through its Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Program, the University provides its students 
with advanced education in the theoretical and empirical bases of psychology,

Participants include October 2023, December 2023, March 2024, May 2024 and August 2024 degree candidates.

 p Degree conferred October, 2023 
d Degree conferred December, 2023
 h Degree conferred March, 2024 
z Degree conferred August, 2024
 ° In absentia

Tammy Alonso p°
Capstone: Can Family Systems Theories and Methods Be 
Used to Heal the Church Family: Applying the Gottman 

Relationship Model to Consecrated Religious
Hometown: Rostraver Township, PA

Aleksandra Ambroziak h 
Capstone: “The Little Church”: An Integrated Perspective on 

Preparing for the Vocation of Parenthood
Hometown: Maspeth, NY

Christine Bailey 
Capstone: Promoting Adolescent Purpose through Catholic 

Small Groups
Hometown: Lanham, MD

Hakeem Banks 
Capstone: Causes of and Remedies for Teacher Burnout 

Hometown: Long Island, NY

Ineida Barbosa 
Capstone: Youth Mentoring Program

Hometown: Holly Springs, NC

Benjamin Boegner p°
Capstone: Addressing Intimacy with College Aged Men to 

Aid in the Decrease of Pornography Use
Hometown: White Hall, MD

Eric Boileau
Capstone: Flourishing in the Workplace through the 

Development of Leadership Virtues
Hometown: Holland, MI

Galilee Buerger p°
Capstone: Virtue-based Marriage Conflict Resolution 

Workshop
Hometown: Greer, SC

Philip Couture p°
Capstone:  Silence of Passions Workshop

Hometown: Sheridan, CO

Ximena DeBroeck p
Capstone: Navigating Leadership through the Loss 
and Rediscovery of Identity of Parish Restructuring: 

Understanding Grief While Cultivating Gratitude and Hope
Hometown: Biglerville, PA

Julia Klausli, Ph.D.
Director of M.S. in Psychology Program 

Anna Pecoraro, Psy.D.
Associate Professor

Christopher Gross, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Robin Treptow, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Angela Williamson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Jessica Barboza, LMFT
Adjunct Professor

Laura Cusumano, Psy.D.
Adjunct Professor

Kevin Derby, Ph.D. 
Adjunct Professor

Christopher Ewing, Ph.D.
Adjunct Professor

Danielle Johnson, LCPC
Adjunct Professor

Giovanni Radhitio Putra Sadewo, Ph.D.
Adjunct Professor

M.S. IN PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM FACULTY 



Suzanne Ellington d
Capstone:  Ignite the Light Within: Increasing 

Vocational Purpose for Adolescents
Hometown: Pewaukee, WI

Scott Entrekin p°  
Capstone: Adolescents With Same-Sex Attractions 

and Complications with Depression
Hometown: Frederick, CO

Fr. Genaro Garza III b 
Capstone: From Cohabitation to Covenant: 

Understanding Catholic Marriage
Hometown: San Juan, TX

Jorge Gomez p°  
Capstone: Assisting Individuals Diagnosed with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder by Understanding their 
Needs and Developing Trainings

Hometown: Washington, DC

Anna Gowasack  
Capstone: The Pietà Model: A Framework for 

Providing Support to Mothers of Perinatal Loss 
in the Parish Setting

Hometown: Marietta, GA

Dustin Greenwald z  
Capstone: Marriage Preparation for Young Adults

Hometown: Ottawa, Canada

Sarah Hebel  
Capstone: Catholic Young Adult Women and 

Sexuality: Flourishing in Virtue Between 
College and Vocation

Hometown: Kansas City, MO

Fr. Etienne Huard
Capstone: Addressing Anxiety and Depression 

During Priestly Formation
Hometown: Conception, MO

Kelly Illikman z
Capstone: Half-day Retreat for Seminarians: 

Healing Past Traumas and Building 
Resilience to Burnout

Hometown: Sioux Falls, SD

Mikaela Janes °
Capstone: Coaching Virtue Development in 

Catholic High School Athletes
Hometown: Jackson, WI

Fr. Cezariusz Jastrzebski p
Capstone: Marriage Preparation or Restoration

Hometown: New York, NY

Cara Fionn Johnston p° 
Capstone: Practical Wisdom in the 

Helping Profession
Hometown:  Kelvington, Saskatchewan, Canada

Naoise Johnston
Capstone: Servant Leadership in Temporal 
Affairs: An Engagement Strategy for Young 

Catholic Women
Hometown: Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada

Mary Keller h
Capstone: Transformational Nursing Leaders 

Who Integrate Virtues Through Individualized 
Consideration and Inspirational Motivation to 

Increase Hope and Nurse Retention
Hometown: Scottsdale, AZ

Ezra Leoncio p°
Capstone: First Time Mothers Intervention: An 

Intervention to Decrease the Risk of 
Post Partum Depression
Hometown: Cordova, TN

George Maris p°
Capstone: Mentoring Program for Adolescents

Hometown: Charlottesville, VA

Laura Matthews p°
Capstone: Trauma-Informed Care Within 

Spiritual Direction
Hometown: Carmel, IN

Mayra Morales h
Capstone: The Positive Influence of Mindfulness 

on Adolescents
Hometown: Houston, TX

Christian Moran
Capstone: Returning to Personal Unity: Healing 

Chronic Pain with the Mindbody Connection
Hometown: Arlington, VA

Michael Niemczak p°
Capstone: Formative Transition: Addressing the 

Need in Priestly Formation to Accompany Men in 
Their Initial Transition into Seminary Life

Hometown: Albuquerque, NM

Fr. Thomas O'Donald
Capstone: Identity Formation in 

Priesthood Discernment
Hometown: Philadelphia, PA

Odelia Oh h° 
Capstone: Marriage Restoration Workshop For The 

Helping Hand Halfway House
Hometown: Singapore

Mary Peach d 
Capstone: Accompanying Christian Families 

throughout the Discernment and Process of Adoption 
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Maria Salinas
Capstone: Elderly People in Depression

Hometown: Laredo, TX

Anna Stodola d°
Capstone: Increaseing Teacher Self-Efficacy in 
Teaching Virtues to Elementary Age Students

Hometown: Aledo, TX

Daniela Talamante z  
Capstone: Bilingual Church-Based Mentoring 

Program for Hispanic Adolescent Women Promoting 
Their Spiritual and Mental Well-Being 

Hometown: Alexandria, VA

Alessandra Taliente
Capstone: Caput et Cor: Implementing a 

Mentorship Program for Emotional Intelligence and 
Spiritual Growth on College Campuses

Hometown: Dallas, TX

Fr. Seejo Thandiackal h
Capstone: Does an Intervention Fostering 

Unconditional Self-Acceptance Cause Increased 
Self-Efficacy and Decreased Depression Among 

Adolescents Participating in a 
Youth Mentor Program?

Hometown: Irinjalakuda, Kerala, India

Katherine Watts p°
Capstone: An Integrated Approach to 

Prison Ministry 
Hometown: Birmingham, AL

Mary Westmark p°
Capstone: Flourishing Parent Workshop

Hometown: Sacramento, CA

Ossie White z°
Capstone: Marriage Preparation

Hometown: Jackson, KY 

Christian Zacarias z
Capstone: Grounded in Virtues: A Pornography 
Addiction Recovery Virtual Seminar for Young 

Male Catholics 
Hometown: Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Fr. Michael Zimmer d°
Capstone: Moral Injury in the Military

Hometown: Sutton, NE

Dionne Galliano z
Dissertation: Put me in Coach!  Exploring 

Associations Between Attachment to Coach and 
Athletic Coping for High School Athletes
Dissertation Chair: Julia Klausli, Ph.D.

Hometown: Galliano, LA

PH.D. IN 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 

SCIENCES



 

Master of Science in Clinical 
Psychology (M.Psy.) 

Lisa Klewicki, Ph.D.
IPS Dean

Diane Graves, Ph.D. 
Assistant Program Director

Through its Master of Psychology (M.Psy.) the Institute for the Psychological Sciences, 
provides its students with education in the theoretical and empirical bases of psychology, as 
well as training in clinical skills and their application in a manner consistent with a Catholic 
understanding of the person. The candidates conferred with the M.Psy. degree will be 
continuing in the Psy.D. Program. 

Note: Degrees are awarded upon successful completion of all degree requirements. Listing of student names is not an 
official acknowledgement of degree completion. All candidates degree conferral is May 2024 
° In absentia

Hernan Alvarez Cordano °
Hometown: Lima, Peru

Emma Armstrong 
Hometown: Alexandria, LA

Rita Barakat °
Hometown: Phoenix, AZ

Fr. Thomas Elie Azzi
Hometown: Sydney, Australia

Mackenize Koepfler
Hometown: Concord, NC

Christopher Kraft 
Hometown: Bismarck, ND

Ana Lucia Malo Osorio 
Hometown: Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico

Nathan Martin °
Hometown:  Evansville, IN

Joseph Nelson 
Hometown: New Iberia, LA

Fiona Passino 
Hometown: Fairfax, VA

Megan Perales 
Hometown: Houston, TX

Liliana Remias 
Hometown: Norfolk, VA



Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.) 
in Clinical Psychology

Lisa Klewicki, Ph.D.
IPS Dean & Psy.D. Program Director 

Diane Graves, Ph.D.
Assistant Psy.D. Program Director

Through its Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.) Program, the Institute for the Psychologcal 
Sciences,  provides its students with advanced education in the theoretical and empirical 
bases of psychology, as well as advanced level clinical training and experiences. Such 
a comprehensive, formative experience is aimed at producing practitioner-scholars, 
psychologists who can provide effective services in an ethical manner that is sensitive 
to human diversity and consistent with a Catholic understanding of the person. The 
program also seeks to provide its students with knowledge and skill sets which allow for 
future development and participation in a wide variety of professional roles, leadership 
opportunities, and career choices available to psychologists trained at the doctoral level.

Note: Degrees are awarded upon successful completion of all degree requirements. Listing of student names is not an 
official acknowledgement of degree completion. Participants include August 2023 and August 2024 candidates. 
Degree conferred August 2024, subject to completion
*Degree conferred August 2023
° In absentia

Mary Anjali Abraham 
Dissertation: Toward Understanding and 

Measuring Affective Maturity in 
Catholic Seminarians

Dissertation Chair: Lisa Klewicki, Ph.D.
Hometown: Hershey, PA

Gabrielle Adamitis * 
Dissertation: A Catholic Christian 

Understanding of Autism Spectrum Disorder 
and Grief within the Funeral Setting

Dissertation Chair: Rebecca Morse, Ph.D.
Hometown: Bismarck, ND

Christian Amalu 
Dissertation: An Analysis of Internal 

Family Systems Therapeutic Factors From the 
Perspective of the Catholic Christian 

Meta-Model of the Person
Dissertation Chair: William Nordling, Ph.D.

Hometown: Belmont, CA

Matthew Flanagan
Dissertation: Exploring the Impact of Parental 
Bonding on a Father's Mentalization with His 
Children Through the Moderating Effects of 

Attachment to God
Dissertation Chair: Jeanne Piette, Ph.D.

Hometown: The Woodlands, TX

Joseph Larounis 
Dissertation: Forgiveness Therapy for 

Veterans With PTSD
Dissertation Chair: Jeanne Piette, Ph.D.

Hometown: Great Falls, VA

Victor Lohmann * °
Dissertation: The Impact of Pornography Use 

on Generalized Habit Formation
Dissertation Chair: Paul Vitz, Ph.D.

Hometown: Warren, CT

Maria J. Madden 
Dissertation: Mourning Context: Grieving 

Primary and Secondary Loss in Forcibly 
Displaced Populations 

Dissertation Chair: Rebecca Morse, Ph.D.
Hometown: Hollidaysburg, PA

Maura McGlynn * °
Dissertation: Awe's Impact on Attitudes of 

Connectedness and Respect
Dissertation Chair: Rebecca Morse, Ph.D.

Hometown: Great Falls, VA

Brittany Munoz 
Dissertation: “Just an Object?” Exploring the 

Impact of God-View on Body 
Self-Objectification in Women

Dissertation Chair: Anna Pecoraro, Psy.D.
Hometown: Loraine, TX

Andrew Jay Churl Park
Dissertation: The Flourishing of 

Second-Generation Korean American 
Catholics Through the Integration of Their 

Triple Minority Identities
Dissertation Chair: Philip Scrofani, Ph.D.

Hometown:Huntingdon Valley, PA



Randall Vette 
Dissertation: The Integration of Wisdom: 

The Mutual Benefit Between Philosophical and 
Psychological Approaches to Wisdom, 

and Clinical Application
Dissertation Chair: Philip Scrofani, Ph.D.

Hometown: Spearfish, SD 

Timothy White *
Dissertation: Communication and Conflict 
Management in Relationship Enhancement 

Therapy: A Critique Using Contemporary 
Psychological Science and the Catholic Christian 

Meta-model of the Person
Dissertation Chair: William Nordling, Ph.D.

Hometown: Media, PA

Melanie Williams 
Dissertation: “I Will Sing to the Lord as 

Long as I Live”: Christian Music as an 
Effective Coping Mechanism for 

Catholic Undergraduate Students
Dissertation Chair: Lisa Klewicki, Ph.D.

Hometown: Mishawaka, IN

    psy.d in clinical psychology               program faculty

Lisa Klewicki, Ph.D.
IPS Dean & Director of the Psy.D. Program in 
Clinical Psychology | Associate Professor

Diane Graves, Ph.D.
Assistant Director of the Psy.D. Program in Clinical 
Psychology | Professor

Helena Orellana, Psy.D.
Director of Clinical Training | Assistant Professor

Antony Bond, Psy.D.
Assistant Director of Clinical Training | Assistant Professor

Rebecca Morse, Ph.D.
Director of Research Training | Associate Professor

Ingrid Farreras, Ph.D.
Professor

William Nordling, Ph.D.
Professor

Phil Scrofani, Ph.D.
Professor

Jeanne Piette, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Stephen Grundman, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Sr. Mary Patrice Ahearn RSM, Psy.D.
Training Director of the IPS Center | Assistant Professor
 
Ian Masson, LPC 
Director of the IPS Center

board of directors

Mr. Thomas Cunningham
Chairman

Rev.  John Hopkins, L.C. 
Vice Chairman

Rev. Charles Sikorsky, L.C., J.D., J.C.L. 
President

Dr. Maria Lourdes Fernandez
Mrs. Evelyn Auth

Mr. Frank  J. Hanna, III
Mr. Christopher Laconi
Bishop Paul S. Loverde
Dr. G. Alexander Ross
Dr. Barry Sugarman
Mr. Eugene J. Zurlo

Kristi Vivirito, Psy.D. 
Assistant Director of the IPS Center | Assistant Professor

Colleen Blanchfield, MD
Adjunct Professor

Su Li Lee, Psy.D.  
Adjunct Professor | Dissertation Faculty

Anna Pecoraro, Psy.D.
Dissertation Faculty

Suzanne Hollman, Psy.D., Ph.D.
Academic VP for International and Research 
Collaborations |  Dean Emeritus

Cheri Marmarosh, Ph.D., CGP, ABPP, 
F-APA, F-AGPA
Director of International Center for Spirituality and 
Mental Health  | Professor



St. Dymphna lived in Ireland in the 
seventh century and was the daughter 
of a pagan king. Dymphna’s Christian 
mother died when she was just 14, 
and this loss put her father into such 
distress that he became mentally 
unstable. When he decided to replace 
his wife by marrying his daughter, 
Dymphna refused and fled to the city 
of Gheel in Belgium. Her father found 
her soon after, and in his anger he 
beheaded Dymphna and left her body in Gheel where she was 
buried. Gheel became a place of pilgrimage for the mentally 
ill, and many miraculous healings have occurred through her 
intercession. As a result, St. Dymphna was canonized in 1247, 
and named the patroness of those suffering from mental and 
nervous disorders, as well as victims of incest.

St. Dymphna Chapel Anchoring our university 
in the sacramental life

Here at Divine Mercy University our community life is centered 
upon the sacraments. By prioritizing our faith, we pray for God’s 
strengthening grace to pursue holiness in our work and studies. We 
have priests who offer daily Mass and hear confessions for our students, 
faculty, and staff. Our new chapel will be located by the main entrance 
on the first floor of the building, open to all who seek a quiet space for 
prayer and reflection throughout the day.

Our Chapel will also honor other saints and important intecessors: 
St. Josephine Bakhita, St. Faustina, Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Mark Ji, 
St. Benedict Joseph Labre, and St. Therese of Lisieux and her parents 

Ss. Louis & Zelie Martin. 

 For more information about the St. Dymphna Chapel 
  and to learn about memorial opportunities, 
  visit divinemercy.edu/new-chapel-donate 
             
    



Father of all mercies: 

You are present in our midst today with your love 
and your power. You look with joy on each person, 
created out of love and called to love. So, we thank 
you for the gift of each one of our graduating 
students on this memorable day. 

As they step forward to continue following the pathway 
of life, wherever it may lead, we ask you to pour 
out your blessing upon them. May they undertake 
the mission of healing with their gaze ever fixed 
on the merciful face of your wounded and risen 
Son. May they in turn, glimpse the face of Jesus in 
the countenance of each person you bring them to 
encounter. 

Draw all of our graduates to seek you, recognize 
you, and radiate your love to each of their brothers 
and sisters, as they lead them to a place of healing 
and wholeness. May they be instruments of your 
divine mercy, binding the wounds of a frail and 
fallen humanity. 

We ask all of these blessings through the intercession 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the merits of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who is Lord forever and ever.
    Amen.

We ask for the protection of Mary, Mother of the Church, on the mission of 
Divine Mercy University and the graduates today, as they have responded to the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit to live out their "vocation to heal." 
The Grotto of Mary is located on Divine Mercy University's campus.




